To satisfy the high timber demands of human society, forest plantations, especially with fast growing species like pines and eucalypts, are increasing worldwide. In some European countries, the number of wildfires has been augmenting since the second half of the XX century, in parallel with these tree plantations. The record for wildfires in Europe is paradoxically found in the NW of the Iberian Peninsula, a region where broadleaved Quercus forests are the potential climax vegetation, with a humid climate, unfavourable for fire occurrence. The ecological and forestry literature have analysed fire occurrence with complex models of fuel accumulation and vegetation structure, combined with no less complex climatic models to explain why this region has such a high fire occurrence.
. This is consequently an area where "natural" wildfires should 267 be extremely rare. Therefore, human intervention in the landscape has completely changed the 268 vegetation, promoting large accumulations of pyrophytic fuel. Eucalypts are used almost 269 exclusively by a paper industry, which was forcibly imposed by Franco's dictatorial regime in 270 the 1950s in Pontevedra (Rico Boquete, 1999), the province that holds the record of fires (Table   271 1 ). The province of Ourense is a clear outlier at the local scale: it holds the second largest 272 number of fires, but eucalypts represent there only 0.1% of wood (about 5% currently).
273 Nevertheless this province has 93% of pines (mainly Pinus pinaster and P. radiata), which are as 274 pyrophytic as eucalypts. The high fire frequency of all the region is mainly explained by 275 conflicts over land property (Rico Boquete, 1995a; Seijo, 2005) . Given the propensity of 276 peasants to use fire to control vegetation, the use of pyrophytic species at a large scale by the 277 forestry administration was certainly temerarious. This fact was clearly known to Ximénez de 278 Embún and Ceballos, the two foresters who designed the plantation policy during Franco's 279 dictatorship, which were absolutely contrary to the large scale plantation of pyrophytic species in 280 Galiza, but were not given credit (Rico Boquete, 1995b).
281
282 The regional analysis confirms a relationship between pyrophytic plantations and fire risk (Table   283 1): all provinces where eucalypts have been planted at a large scale share high fire frequencies. 
